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la another part of to-day's paper we print
what such a fair, honest aod UDprejadioad commentatoroa current affairs as the New York
.Journal of Commerce, says of the deplorable
aspect Virginia r.ow presents even to those who
look upon her with friendly and sympathetic
eyes, lodced it- is mortifying that the old Commonwealthshould be so reduced from her
once high estate, and the General Assembly,
whether regular or irregular, should adopt at

one: some means of extricatiog her from the
slough into which she has falleQ, but in which
she is restless,aad from which she is anxiou9 to

escape. That ahe id not as those without hope
may be inferred from tho following extruct
from what a writer in the Washington Star
says "is a recent letter of a prominent and influentialstatesman of the 'Old Dominion"
"It is a curious fact, but a majority of the tax
paying, property holding, people of Virginia
are lo f*vor of meeting the State obligations,
Thn c.'OburvatiVj party are for it, but there are
faoious teen iu its bosom, who becomo independent;candidates, and appeal to the poorer
olassts against boodbolders; and the republicans
[the negro mas*] tend to support tbo independentaeaiDst the regular nominee of the conservativellomicaotj pariy. * * * I do not
bed ve Virginia will repudiate her debt, * * *

My fail h io eld Virginia is unshaken. My faith
io new Virginia with the new elements of our

political power is not so strong. But Virginia
wiil ultimately right herself "

Mr. JorgCDseD, the republican member of
Congrees from Virginia, who has just been re11 5 i * I
eieoica ny aa increased m*]oucy, nas dow au

opportunity for setticg the State he partially
represents right befoie the northern sisterhood,
which some meo would avail themselves
cf bo advantageously as to secure a last
ing reputation. Nobody dcubls his republicanism,and his testimony will bo accepted where
that of better men will be floated with contemptuousscore. The proposed congressional investigationof imaginary frauds and intimidationsat the late elections, in the South will
afford him oeea-ioD to say that in the ooly districtin the State ia which the negroes are ia a

decided majority, so far were they from being
defrauded or intimidated that they not only
voted for Iho man cf their choice, and had
their votes rroperly oouated, but that they receivedmaterial suppoit from the democrats in
the district who were opposed to tho greenback
vagary. Lot him, a pronouaoed republican, of
his own direct knowledge, contradict, os he can

do, the assertions of those who for selfish purposesare impugning the orderly and law abidingohsraoter of the people of his State, and
those pecple will not forget him.

The recent Southern OommercialConvention,
at New Orleans, adopted a resolution that Congressestablish post routes, by steamers built
and owned ia the United States, between New
York aod New Orleans respectively, and the
ports cf Rio Janeiro and Rueocs Ayrcs. Mr.
.Tnff.rcnn D r.r.,1 iwfn-r ninrnhiTQ nf tho Qtin- I
veDticn wanted lo have thu word "built"
Btrickea out, but were cvcrtuled. It really
eocrns a3 if the de facto leaders of the South
were not only demoralized by the war but were

made clean daft. Qihetwiso it is impossible to
eeo why a largo body of thcua should deliberately
ask Congress to pass a bill compelling aoy
southern merchant, who inay want to own a

ship, to buy it in the North, when by going to
iho Ciydo he could purchase a better one for
half the mosey.

Mr. Kvarta wants more money. Ho has
asked the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
to retain in office the Second Secretaries in
London, i'aris and Berlin, for paying whom ao

appropriation wss made at last winter's seesion,
He recommend?, clso, an increase of appropriationfor clerk hire for consulate officers in Rio
J&nerio, K>inag<iwTa, Melbourne, Berdeau, Borden,Calcutta, IJoog Kong, Dundee and Glasgow;also urges appropriation of $5,000 for
ualary cf a charge d't»ff»ires for Qrocoe.

The General Aa&t in Ply has been sitting five
days, and has not yet settled iho question
whether it is a called or a regular session.
Judging by the previous legislative aotions of a

uioioiky of the member?, and by iho fact that
upon the decision of the question at issue dependswhether csoh one of them shall tako from
the depleted treasury $300 or $180, wo would, 1

were wo not opposed to betting, wager odds <

that tho session will ho declared^ to bo regular. j
God. Ilutoo, uooordiog to tho Washington *

correspondontof the Philadelphia Record,fcays:
"1 do not think there will be much finaDoial
legislation tU* winter. Wo oan effect
nothing, and should only lay ourselves open to J
criticism." We hopo tbu General may not be i
mistaken in the former remark. He is certaio j!y correct in regard to tho latter, though it \

comports badly with tho platform adopted by ^the convention that nominated him. t

To observaot people tho recently avowed in- ti
teotiou of' General Grant to remain abroad
uatil the winter immediately preceding the ti
assombiing of the republican national oonveo- B(

ction is by no means a cause of felicitation to 0
the koowa aspirants for tho nomination cf that ji
convention. ^

Colonel Albert Ordwsy, formerly of Rioh- "

mond, has been selected to prepare a general C
index to the journal of Congress from its first
session to the present. As the records of Congressrun through 2,000 volumes the magnitude
and importance of the undertaking will bo read- qily ep predated.

_ w
The Court of Appeals was not in session Satur*
day, haviDg adjourned over from Friday till to- XI
morrow morning. ox

>
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ALEXANDRI.
The General Assembly is So another quandary

beside that relating to its own statu?, and that
is what course to pursue with regard to tho action

of the United States judge of tho western

district of Virginia in nullifying tho proceedings
of the State court in the oase of two murderers,
one of whom had been sentenced to the penitentiary.Considering existing circumstances,
the handle the radicals will mcko of tho discussion,

tho utter inability of the northern democrats
to help us, the fact that as General Lee,

our State Senator, says, our hands are yet in tho
lion's month, that the radicals already say they
can do what they want without the aid of a binglo
southern representative or a single southern
member of the cleotoral college, the best thing
the General Assembly oan do is to oppose no

obstaole to the onward march of imperialism.
What is sauco for the goose is sauco for the
gander, and it a Ucited States Conrt cm overridea State court in Virginia it can do tho

" * * h t

same, and will not bo long in tryiog it, iq Massachusetts.If the North can siaod it, the South
certainly cao, for she is alrer-d? "seasoned."

Io the House of Delegates, ca Saturday, Mr.
Farr introduced a bill providing for submitting
the repeal of the fence iaw/iu whole oriu part, to

the voters of Mouut Vernon and Centrevillo
dietiists, in tho county of Fairfax,

The amcuat of Internal Kuvsaao collected in
the Richmond district, tho past week, was

$31,034.90.
f ureitru Hie«i4.

Tho reply of tho Ameer of Afghanistan to
tho Viceroy of Iodia's uhimatuai has becD re

ceived by the Indian government. It is dated
on tho 19ih of November, but not baviog
reached Dakka before the 30;h of that month, it
is believed in official quarters to have been re

written after tho receipt of the ntws ot the
Cipture of Ali Ma»j J. The Ameer, ici acknowledgingthe receipt of tbe ultimaum,
eritioises the professed ftiendly ioteoiioo of tho
British Government and alludes to iis ncioo io
the pasr, especially its intercession io btlialf of
Yukoob KtiaD, us contradictory ot euch iuteotions.Tne Ameer explains t hat his refusal to
received General SirNcVilie Chamberlain's missionwas not intended to be hostile, but arcsj
from a fear of the loss of his independence, an

apprehension which was confirmed by tho ailasioDio the ultimatum to protection being givea
to the Ivbybcrees who had bcon engaged io
ef-ccrtiog tbe missioo. The Ameer chc'-arcs
that no enmity exists between Afghanistan and
the British Government; that he (Ls>rts to resumothe formerf'riendly relations, and fiually,
that he will not resist tho tint of a smill temporarymissioo.

General Roberts is erectiog huts in the PeiwarPas* for a por-icn of his troop?. It is
rumored thataoadvanca on Jcllalabad has been
ordered, that tho Ameer cf Afghanistan has
fled to Turkestan.
A rumor current that tho discovery cf a

conspiracy caused the rail of tho late Turkish
ministry, has been so far uoconfinmd, as well
as the rumor that Server Pasha has been cxil*
led to Siwas and Rsouf Pacha to Bagdad.
Tbe polioy of tho new futkiih administration
will iacluio miaisteiial responsibility. An
American has been arrested at Uonstanti
nople charged with conspiring against the Saltan.The American Legation interfered, hut
it is believed it will bo fruitless in obtaining the
prisoner's release.
The Austro Hungarian ministry hastriumphedover the budget committee in Parliament,

and will remain io offioe.
The expected Italian Catioec crisis has not

yet occurred, but the debato will bo resumed
on Monday on a motion summoning the Milhtryto execute existing laws for the preseivalionof tranquility.
The statement of Captain Schwcnsen, of the

ill-fatod steamer Pommerania, exonerates the
officers and defends the crew of the Eteamcr.
Ooe of the passengers, ho sijs, stove ia a lifeboatwith an iron bouod trunk.
The eleotion of the Duke dc Cczos has been

invalidated by the French Chamber of Dc-pu
ties.
The direotors of the West of Eofchnd and

South Wales DistrioS Bank issued a c reular
yesterdy, Sunday, announcing the suspension
of tha bank, owing to the drain upon its depose
its oaused by persistent and often uoiusiiasble
adverse rumors which have been circulated for
Weeks past. They say the books shows the
bank is solveut, The directors hopo to recon
struct the bank. A dispatch from Cardiff says
tho utmost consternation prevails in South
Wales.
The West of Eacland and South of Wslss

District BaDk bad forty-two braDohes. Its Ha
tilities are $17,500,000. Its assets ar* stated at
tho same amount, buc aa they ooobisi; of local
bills, whioh are nor negotiablo in London, the
Bank of Eoglaod refused to advance upon thr-ra.
Tho run upon the back for the last few days
has been bo persistent, that, tho cash on hand is
estimated at only $1,1350,000. The shareholdersnnmhpr *2 000. and rhfiir iiahiltJv is nnlim-
ited.

later.
London, Deo'r. 0..A di=patch from JDirmBtadtto theDailv Telegraph sayn It ij stated

that the Grand Duchess of Hesse is seriously
ill of dipbtbeiia. The GrandDuoheiS i3 Piinoess
A1 c3 of England, second daughter aod third
ohild of Queen Victoiis. i

Constantinople Deo'r. 9..The Sultan
has assured Count Ziohy, ilia Auslro-fluagar-
tan amoassedor to Constantinople,of iho Porte's
ino'iuatinn toadheieto tho Treaty of Berlin :

and «xpress»d great anxiety to arrive at a
friecd'y uod rstaodiog with Austria. (

Bristol. Dec'r. 9,.The circulation of iho
West of England and S->nrh Wales District
Bank was limited to $83,535. The number of
shareholders is 2.069, chiefly persons of Miiali \
means, the share beiDg nominally £20, ot J
which £15 had been pa-d up. The nominal
japi.al was onomiiiiOQ pounds, and the r a^ive t
uod £156,000. The divtdened for 1877 was i
5 per cent. Tho failure is attributed to the c
leprcssiou io bmiaess loDgprevailing in South i
W ales. 1

The Case of Hunter[
Tho New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals jit Trenton decided on "<hturday the question of

etting aside the judment of the Camden court .

n the case of Hunter, -who was convicted and
entenced to be hanged for the murder uf John *

J. Armetronr. The chief nnint of tho H^tAncn
?as that Armstrong was only assaulted in Cam- C
!en and died in Philadelpni-, and that therefore ! a
he New Jersey court had no jurisdiction as to the question of murder. The Court of Errors
ield that the statute as to jurisdiction was par- eicularly clear and emphatic, and quoted i s
Drms to the effect that if any person De feloniuslystricten or poisoned within the jurisdic* v
ion of the state and shall afterwards die on the o
3& or any whore else outside of the jurisdiction I:
f the fctate the case shall be triable beforo any \\
ourt of oyer or terminer within the State. The jiidgment of the Camden court is confirmed. .

he execntion of Hunter is set down for Janua710.His only hope now is a commutation < f H'

intence, though it is stated that an effort will tl
a mado to get the matter before the tiuprerae u
ourt of the United States. gi

Miners' strike.
PoirsviLLE, Pa., December 9..The miners P
id laborers employed at May, Audenried &
o's. Buok Ridge colliery, SbamokiD, struck P
ork this morning. The miners demand an ^Ivanoe of 5 per cmt on each wagon and ^borer on advance of 50 oents per week.. iabis strike throws two hundred men and boys be
it ot employment. ly
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A GAZETTE AS
Yersinia I.csisltitni'e,

In the Senate, on Saturday, bills and resolutionswere introduced and referred to provide
for taking the sense of tho qualified voters of
the State on the question of holding a cocstitutionalconvention ; imposing a tax on stomps
on contracts; as to the expediency of eclliDg
or leasing out the oyster interest, and if neither
bo practicable, to suggest the best mode of disposingof the interest; authorizing a lien on

all property kept by the keeper of a livery
stable, or of a house of private entertainment,
to secure tho payment of all ohargrs duo for
keeping the same ; to amend soction 2, chapter
556, of tho code, imposing certain rtstriotiona
upon incorporated oompanies ; as to the expediencyof providing by law that the schol fund
of the Several oouoties shall be retained in these
counties, instead of beiog paid into tho treasury
for distribution, and to ameud section 2, ohap
ter 171 of the cods, and the parts amendatory
thereof.

Mr. Koiner, from the speoial joint committeeon the statu3 of the General Assembly,
presented a report and the following resolution:

r> '. A fTL«t Jl.
IVUbUiVPU, ALlttl tuu [IHDJUb BCC3HJU Ul Dim

General Assembly i9 legal and oonsiiiutional,
and (hat it is inexpedient to legislates further on
the sulj'-ot.
Mr. Daniel, as a member of the committoe,

submitted a miaority report, ia whioh be gdo
tends that it was incumbent upon this GcceralAssembly to definitely define its status withoutattempting to evade it. Ho cooteods that
tbo pre.-ent sevssioo is legal ia 0Dy aspeot of the
case. The only practical question involved, he
thinks, is that ot compensation.that Kwhetherthe members shall draw $350 or $1S0 for
their services duiiog the session. ' In concludingthe minority report, whioh is signed by
Mr. Daniel alone, the following resolutions are
recommended :

1. That it is only a legal and constilutioual
session.

2. That it is only legal and oonstiiutional
as an extra session ; and that no member is
entitled 10 more than $ ISO for attendance
upon it.

Mr. Hurt, cf Pittsyivania, offered the followingas a substitute for the majority and mi
amity report:

Resolved, ihc House of Delegates concurring,
That the General Assembly, now in session,
has been organize under the law, but that the
salary of each member shall be only $180 for
the session.
Mr. Hurt's substitute wgs rejected.nyee 3.

Messrs. Hurt, ot Halifax, Hurt, of Pittsylvu
nia. aod Johnson; noes 23.

Mr. Pulkeisoo offered the followiog :
Resolved by the General Assembly of Virginia,That the present session is a session in

sccordaoco with and by virtue of tbejoiot reso
lutioos approved March 12, 1S78, entitled joint
resoiuiions coL.struiog certain sections ot the 5th
article of (be Gonstiiu ion, as applicsble to the
session of the General Assembly, and tho act

approved March 29 h, 1S77, ia relation to the
meeting of the General Assembly.

Mr. Fulkorsoo. io speaking to his resolution,
declared that this wholo movement of endeavoringto declare this not a regular session was
in tho interest of tho bondholders, and could bo
traced to persons^not Virginians.

Mr. Daniel st-id the gentleman seemed to
Kia minnrWr? roriArf- H « rs?anf aH fn

ILUJ./U^LJ illJ llliuvi »' J i v y\SA.\.t * - umm.v- "

know if he intended his remarks to reflect
upon him.

Mr. Fulkerson.No, sir ; L did not reflect
upoo your report.

Mr. Daniel.Whet X want to know of the
gentleman is whether ho means to reflect upon
me personally ?
Mr. Fulkerson.No, sir.
After considerable discussion, on motion of

Mr. Sinclair, the subject was laid on the table
and raado the special and oontiouiog order for
to-day at 1 p. m.

In the House of Delegates bills were reported
from committees to incorporate the town of
fkrndOD, iu the oouDty of Fairfax, and providingfor tho submitting tho repeal of the
fenco law, in wholo or in parr, to tho voters of
Mount Vernon and (Jeutrevillc districts in Fairlaxcounty.

13:11s and resolutions wero introduced and referredinquiring into the propriety of abolishingcounty superintendents of schools; icquiriog
into the expenses of lunatic asylums and the
salaries o- the officers of tho same ; to amend
section 28 of chapter 161 of the acts of Assemblyof 1875-0 in relation to the tax on
merchants ; to amend the code of 1873, with
reference to pay ot commissioners of ekctioue;
inquiring ioto the expediency of so acaoodiDg
the laws for the recordation of deeds and oontrao'sas to meet the omis>ions the rein as to
sales of real estate under contracts doi in writing; to rppea! section 14 of ohapter 36 of the
code ef 1873, in relation to the collcotiou of
taxes by certain officers; inquiring into the ex

pedjcccy of changing the law providing for collectionof taxes end compensation of county
treasurers and other couury officers ; relating
to the oiicjjLion of printers' fees iD legal oases;
to require county and corporation treasurers to
f'urni.-.h to registrars lists of all persons who
have paid the capitation tax ior the preceding
year, and to require the registrars to furnish
huoh lists to the j ndgisH of elections at or before
loo opening of the polls at caoh election precioot;to inquiro ioto the propriety and practiaabiiityof requiring all taxes derived from the
sale of alcoholic and male liquors to be paid to
ibu State io lawful money, and appropriated to
the pu'olio free schools, or so muoh thereof as
ma7 be necessary to secure the efficiency of the
free school system ; that it would U3 uowiso,
impolitic and oven detrimental to the interests
of i Co Commonwealth us well as her creditors to
make such increase io the rate of taxation as
would he neeese&ry to carry ioto eifeot the piat.
proposed by hi* Excellency's message ; as to
some plan by which ihojamoueis seo apart .by
Lho Constitution for the exclusivo use and benfi;of the public tcbools may be secured.
The .Senate resolution proposing the appoint

Loeot of a committee of five senators and seven
dcleguiC8 to inquire into the Hives usurpation,
v is after debate, referred to the Committee on
lA'.dcral Relations,

Bills were passed to amend tho act to fix the
imes of holding tho circuit courts ia the four-
eecith judicial circuit; authorizing lbs trustees
)f Andrew Cbapei congregation, of the town
i' Harrisonburg, to execoto a deed of trust on
ss church property : for the relief of the tax
j»y«ra oi Orauvo county. (It extends the time
vuhio which people may pay without iocurriDg
>enHlty.)
The join!; special committee appelated tore j

;ort upon what Bort of a BeseioD of the General
Vss-.'Oibly ibis is, pr.'&cnted the following : . (Kvsolvod, That the present session of the
Tsoeral A.-sombiy is legal aod constitutional, fod that it is inexpedient to legislate further on
ho sut ject.
The consideration of the resolution was pass-
by. '

A resolution rrqupstiog the Governor to ic~
ite Messrs. S. G. & G. C. Ward, attorneys jf Messrs. Bating Brothers & Co.; August ,

'elcnont, eifj, representative of Messrs. JDe '

Lotbschild; Messrs. Brown Brothers & Co.; '

Lichard Irving & Co., Bu^h McCullnoh, esq., £ad Charles M. Fry, esq., to visit Richmond
\> their earliest convenience aod confer v.ich ;
le General Assembly of this CommoQweaJth jpontile subject of tho public debt of Virion,was, alter debate, referred.
Eioters Eanisheo. .The grand^ jury of Jrinces6 Anro ouunty, Va , oil Friday found
uo bills of indictment against the colored men t
irticipatmg in the election riot at Kerapsvilie. \
pon toe promise ot ftoah Lamb and Willio f
odges tho ricgleaders. to leave tho iState, nolle jjosequi3 were c-nterad in all tho cases. Hodges
ss a member of the constitutional convention

lsG'J. Both left Saturday, and the latter it is
lieved, will take up his residence in Brook- 0
n, L. Lf(

aneawnactamawiOTl rftrwarr - >»-«'»"rv33L»ni miik n^i mr-ii

ID VIBGINIA~A
JLetlcr Irom Richmond.

[Correspondence of tho Alexandria Gazette.]
Richmond, Vam December 7..The use of

the hall of tho House of Delegates was granted
to-day to W. VV. Berry, esq., who will leoturo
Tuesday night on "Tho Comic Side of Life."
Mr. Berry was at cco timo editor of the RichmoodEnquirer, and a gentleman well calculated
to know tho comic oide of life. Some of his
stump speeohes daring tho Walker campaign
were worthy of Vanoe.
Mr. Hunter, of Alexandria, was prompt this

session iu getting his dog bill before the house.
A stranger comiog to Richmond just now

would bo struck at ouce with the lacr, that tho
louialsfnro ic moorinir iindftr thnovu s.iuru r.''.
IVP^IWIUVMIW .- --'-w

duction bill. The hotels are comparatively deserted,and the member who oace discoursed
polities and smoked cigars in the gay crowd
thronging the hotel corridors now tip3 his tea
aod says sweet noihiogs to tbo boarding house
keeper's pretty daughter. While this may cot
be so legislature like,still it may bo said to have
a softeomg influence on some of the most obduratebachelors iu the General Assembly.

It can be said in ali truth that then are

maDy members who really did not desire to
come back this year, aod wheu they did come

they came fer business.no doubt about that.
Therefore it is safe to say that much real bunnesswili be transacted this eesrioo.
Tho prospoots of tbo James Jiiver Railroad

arc improving, and the passage of the hill is
now probable, it will meet. with some opposi
tion in the House, ami probably none in (he
Senate.
IVr the bench: of tho public schools and the

anxious teachers therein it aiay bo stated that
the sobools wili be placed on a more secure basis
than at present. Whatever happens the schools
will get their money, Thero is no division <1
sentiment on ihis point, ruadjusicr and debt
payer being alik^ agreed that tho schools must
be saved, although differing in the mode of
doing so.
Your correspondent was struck with what

has seemed to be a willingness on tbo pari of
both faciioos in the legislature to come together
aod he so remarked to a live member. "Ah I"
said the member, ''these are only little legislative
courtesies that are due. There are some things
in the legislative life that newspaper men can
not understand as there arc some things among
tho Dewspap'T mea that legislator* eaunct understand.Yuu ja*t wait until about a mouih
and thero will be the dashdess lime you over
saw."

Ia a body as iarge as the Legislature of Y:r
gioia if a reporter keeps hi» ear3 ou the alert
he can geoerahy bear one good story. And so
it wa3 when a Senator stepped iu the I1.ju-?o
this moroiug he was accosted by a Delegate
from a ctuary ia the Alexandria Senatorial districtwho at one? prcoseded to ted his brother
members a good story on the Senator. The
Senator, he said, was recently speaking at a

» . i ii 1

publio meeliGg aD wmon mere were oiu ana

youag ladies, some of whoa were loud ia their
applause of the hits made by the Buuitor who
ia a handsome man. tiomchow the Senator
undertook to S3y a word to the male portion cf
his audience and bej»ao to take up ic a mild way
for those meo who sometimes indulge a iitile too
much io the ardent, and he concluded Jg this
way:."VWli my friends the ladies sometimes
iodu'ge too and that's what's the rue iter wiili
Hannah."
Thea from among tho front bench load of

hoopskirts and s'lks rose ia U3rj otij fdry the
form of a spinster weil preserved, ar>d ebo
stood up in the assembly the river fcrci-zn uo !
loosened her hair and added the fioishing touehosto this strange senescence of a woman yci
imbued with fire of wild Meg Met roles herself.
She rushed upon th? astonished speaker acid as

she brought her p^raso! down go hit uplifted
head 6he said :."I'll teach yuu how to sey I
am druok. Yoa are a base liar." Her uamo

was Miss Hannah.
It is understood that Dr. Robinson, of Norfolk,will oppose the James River itiilroad bill

when it gets in tho House, This will be the
first subject perhaps upon which there will bo
any debate.

Several of the judges of the Circuit Courts
who are to be eleoted in a few days will have
opposition, but what the strength of it is can
not yet bo determined.

Washington Motes.
[Reported for the Alexandria GruzeUe. i
AmoDg the bills introduced in tbo House todaywas one by Gen, Huntou for the relii-f of j

the heirs of James Broaders, of tho 2nd rc-gi J
ment of the continental line in the war of the
Rovolutioc: one by Mr. Goode, to remove the |
political disabi'iti29 of W. II. Wood, and divers I
others by sundry members with reference to'
the currency, ail of which were referred.
Ia the Houno to day Mr. Page, of (Jiiiirbroia,

ia a successful effort to havo bis name printed
in the newspapers, introduced a biil providing
for the reduction of the congressional rcpreseu
Ution frcm South Carolina to two members. ia
consequence cf alleged frauds and iotimidatioDS
practiced iu that Scate at tho last election.
Iu the Seuate Mr. Wiadorn made a speech

agaiost the existing patent laws, which ho naid,
redound to the benefit of knaves and speculators
instead of to that of tho real deserving iuventors.
At the conclusion of Mr. Wiudom'd speech,

contrary to the expectations of only a few, Mr.
Blaine did not move to take up his resolution
with regard to alleged southern outrages, but,
on motioo of Mr. Edmunds, that gentleman's
bill to amend tho presidential election laws was
taken up and considered, litis bill provides
for the election ia October; for the legality of
returns when questioned to be decided by tho
State courts and be ready for Congress by the
1st of January; that whou mere is but, oae returnfrom a State il will requite the consent of
both houses to rejeot ir, ana that when there
are two returns from any one State the consent
of both houses to admit either one of them.
Mr. Mcrricuon, it is understood, will j oppose
this bill, though most of the southern members
and many of loose from the North will support
it. Its main oppooeois, it is supposed, wiil
corno from the ultra wing of Lbc radicals.

la tho House, today, Mr. Atkins, from
TVooessee, had read a paragraph fruiu the
New York Herald of the 6.h io-itant, charging
b;m with being mainly instrumental in cau:>iug j
the Hot Springs bill to be omitted from t;.e S
iournal of the proceedings of the lasi session.
Mr. Atkins then bad read letters from Mr,
Rainey and Senator Conover fully aod completelyexonerating him from all blame, aud
*aid that though be had made diligent enquiry
be had been uoa'olo to discover the author of]
the incorrect paragraph refarrea to.
Mr. Conkling aiiido his iirct appearance this 1

icseioo in the Senato to day, acd was warmly
greeted by his colleagues of both parties.
A noticeable feature in the appearance of the

:alleries of both the Senate and House this
sessioD is the almost entire absence ct «he col
)red element among the spectators. The galerieawere formerly tho lounging places of
i large number of the lazy colored
people of the district, but whether from the
lemooratio c-oatrol of the House, nod its io
trease in tho Senate or not, the great falling off
n the number of colored people ia the galleries
s notably apparent to those accustomed to tho
ooks of the Capitol. i

Duriog the sitting of the committee on tho
dpenses of tho State Department to day when
he caeo of Mr. Seward, consul general to <

3hiaa, was under ooDsideratioo, the lie passed i

>etwecn that gentleman and ex consul Wiley \

Veils, when the latter advanced upon tho i
ormerin a hostile attitude, but tho two were <

;ept apart by the spectators. '

Mr. Johu T. Armstrong, of Alexandria, c

tas at the Capitol to-duy looking after his claim *

f $1,840 for lumber and use of wharf by th ;
:deral troopa during tho war, granted by the5

g^JSgMtinncaii^iamrTiriimnu.ggaomM«HQi3g»MBEBBca3«ajniM<i.ns3
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Court of Claims, and a bill for the piyment of
wuich has alrosdy been reported. Ho was
promised by Mr. Shelley, chairman of the
committee that reported it, that it shouid bo
called up next Friday.

x Se-s-a 02 tsaw RPas,
John Fir J, the oolored fratricide, who was

to have been hung ac Hamptoo, Friday, has
been respited until January J.
Senator Sargeanfc expects to be able to leave

Washington this week lor the Bahamas for the
beneat of his health, and will remain until after
the holidays.
A cumber of boys skatiog oq the canal at

Ottawi, Canada, Saturday, broke through,
(Joe was drowned and another rescued iu a
critical coodi ion.
There will be a general resumption of work

in the Schuykili (Fa.) coal region to day on the
region's sham of 1,000,000 tons additional ah
burnout for the year, about two weeks' work.

I be application or 1 nomas A. Luisou for a
patent icr hid electrio light hag been favorably
passed upon by the Pateut OiSce, at Washington,and the patent will be issued Tuesday.
O'Leary accomplished the feat of walking

400 miles io 124 hours io Philadelphia lasi
week, having 45 minutes to spare at the close
Saturday night. The last six miles were made
io 1 hour 8 minutes.
The United States steamer Quinnebaug wen!

on a tri;»i irip from Norfolk Saturday, up iht
Chesapeake bay to V/oif Trap, 105 miles, aver
aging thirteen knots an hour, propelled bj
steam only, no sails being used,
Four squama of fcuiidines, comprising tin

entire busmc^s portion of Maecto, Mies., wen
burn ! ca Thursday Dight of last week. Amotp
the ', u..diaii3 destroyed are the Masonic an;
O ld Fellow's ilnlF. Loss about $200,000; in
sura nee $100,000.
The iot.il valuation of jiroperty in Tennessee

as shown by the Comptroller is $223,212,153
The total tax is $223,212. The decrease in cbi
usvssuient. as fl 'Ui..arcd with that of the yea
1877, is §13,090,695. Peremtage of do
creaao 5 78.
Tne L iuUifina Funding Board wiil meet to

duy io Nt.rff Oilcans to endeavor to make euel
lioancidl urr »ugementa as will enable the Swt<
to pay the January interest oq condoL. It i:
beliovou at Joist $200 000, iu addttioa to th(
interest fund oa baud, will be required.

fiic failures in New York Saturday iooludec
Oliphani & Co., oua ot the oldest oomtnissioi
hou-ns in «ho China trade, with liabilities esti
mated $250,000; tluot & Du^eubury, hatters,
liabilities about $35,000; F, W. Feloh & Co
wooden ware denlers, liabilities estimated a

$40,000.
Miss Louisa W. Kiog, ono of tho most uc

complished and prominent women of the South
died at Augusta, Ga., Saturday night, after t

v^ry bri'jf illness. Although n youug womai
she was the founder ot the Widows' Home am

of the State Society for the Prevention of Cru
city to At-imals.
A enow and sleet etorm set io St. Louie Sat

urday evening, and turned to heavy raia due
ir,g itio night. Snow foil Saturday all along thi
railroads from St. Louis west, the centre of tbi
itcrm snrvirf-nLlo hiinir nt or in the vicinity O

Ktfisas City, wnerj the enow was ten iuohe:
dv;ep last eight.
The United S;ate£ steamer Ticondorogi

saiieci feout Hampton Roads Saiuday fur Libs
rii. Oac of Cuti modore Sobuteldt/s du'ie!
whfc in Liberia will be to act ascuiumLsioner f'o
the Libeiiau Government in settling the dis
pu.ed boundary lino between that country am

the British possessions.
The report that Genera! Grant was to joir

Commodore SbufelJt in Lis roving diplooiatii
illusion 10 the west coast of Africa is authoriu
iiveiy denied from Washington. He has beet
invited to visit Asia in Admiral Patterson
flay-hip Richmond, sod will probably embari
at Villa Frauche and proceed to Hon Koog VP
ihe Suez Canal. His visit to Asia will have n:

diplomatic significance.
2saccy Lynoh, a negro woman in Richmond

who received twenty Ave lushes on Monday las
for stGciiiok iron from the Chesspeakeand Ohic
Kai road Company, bas been sentenced to th<
peoitcniRry for housebreaking and stealing
four watches (or a term of two years. Nanc>
having served a previous terra io the peoiten
tiary will have Ave years added, making sever
in all that she bas to serve.

Affairs hi Louisa County*
{Correspondence of the Alexandria G-azctie.
Louisa 0. II., Dec. fi..Duiicg the fall bc&soi

Mrs. Julia E. .Bickers, of this town, I am sorrj
to state, was aiiicken with paralysis. I learn
.hat she improves very slowly.
The store room occupied by lv. J. Satterwhite,of this plaoc, was entered a few day;

since, ar-d some goods, consisting of wbiskej
and bacon, -lo'cn. On tho same night of the
robbery of Satterwbito Air. Appleby's meal
establishment was entered by a thief, and al
the beef stolen. A search warrant having beer
obtained, the hcu>c of Samuel Boiodexter, ool
o. i, was searched, uad a place ia the Hjoi
that bad the appearance of being a sort of fi joi
door bviu^; observed, it was opened and a nor
of "robbTB* oavo" was presented to view. Un
dor the fljor all the stoleu artioies were found
except the whiskey. Blankets, supposed te
have b.eo stolen from the hotel, aud numerous
other articles were also there. Boioaexter wm
arrested, and be acknowledges having stolec
Lite goods.
A colored woman is now ooofioed in the

eoiioty jail fee murder, she haviug crushed the
r ead of another woman with rocks, I believe.
Both D;mios are colored people.

ll v. Mr. Graoiaier is to preach ior the
EpieCopiUins here, aod hereafter regular ser
vices viil be held.

Game Law..The following is tho game law
for Lao portion of Maryland, j ust opposite and
adjacent to this city :

"In Prince Goorgb'a county rabbits are not to
bo killed except between October 10 and Febra*
ury 1, fine $5; partridges not to be trapped a.1
any lime and not to bo kilted except between
October 19 and December 2'J Wo non resident
i?hu.iI kill any bird without consent of the o«wnei
of 'arid or na-»rtb. Wo ortolan, sora or rail-bird
is to be killed upon the marshes of.the Patuxent
or ihitspeco rivers bordering on said couuty exceptbelw6ea Saplernper 5, and .November 1,
uador penalty of $5 Mo trout or salmon Cab
skali be taken in the Waters of the eastern branch
of the Potomac and its tributaries in Prince
George's county in two years lrom April 6,187b,
and "after that time they aro only to be taken
wi-.h tho hook and line between August 15 ar.d
May 15; penalty $3 to $.0.

Jl^ihc Ladies' Uaiou Belief for the Poor
will rcore-iuizo at their r.-om adjoioiog the
f \ L ^ . A A P \KI A ! I A n A r] P iff
V7 f j) 11 a 'J ilS) IUUJ, UUlUCi Ui (TUliC atiu Jk ui

streets, on Wednesday afternoon, December
J1, at o'clock. A full attendance of the tnerabers,aud of all who arc willing to asdst io the
work of caring for tho poor, is earnestly and cordiallyreqacnted, as several important changee 10

the p!au of work of the society, as well as the
annual election of officers will be brought before
the meeting, "fhu Relief" has btcjme so establishedan institution of our city that it is
carcc'y worth while to enter into any explanationul iiu design or working. We would only
remind chose interested that it i3 not sectarian
.ladies of ail the Rrotestaut denominations
voik together for the common and sale purpose
)t' alleviating suffering among the poor. The
regular work of the Relief will not commence
.111< i! after Christmas, but it is exoeedicgiy im,'ortactthat the election of officers and the mauringof the plan of work for the ensuing wiaerbe attended to immediately so that tbo so:ietymay bo ready for the aevero weather wbioh
ilwayM brings each bitter suffering upon the
)oor. By order of
dec9-2; Lapies' Usiq# Reuef.

-*- nT*-" iii'AK v{'"iron"-1 -migi5®

I clter li'om Fadis Church. 3
[Corroipoudenca of tha Alcs-icdrU Gazette.I 3Falls Church, Vs., Dee. O..Every day j£almost, adds to the chroniolo of piiferioga amj I
petty depredations, all of vrhioh have so far «
gone undiscovered and uopuuished. Oar pe0. j»plo complain that Lhcy are unabb to detect the 9
perpetrators of these petty larcenies, and that, 9the parties who ere cognizant of the offences j»and could expose the rascals if tbey wcu'd, cio- I

' not be induced to do so. Probably this is uuj
to a certain extent, and that informers might Bi be obtained it the proper means were used, but 3
our people must remember that honesty iu the Iabstract is a broad subject, and covers a wider Bfield than the mere abstaining from taking oih Cfi
rr people's property by force, Oa the 23.h ofJ February, 1877, at a time when these pativ 9

. depredations were almost a3 uumerous as now. 8
a meeting was held in the village, and twenty B
six men pledged their honor to pay any mioim 81
er one doilar a piece for every oriminai eor.vtc - 9'

ed upon the evidence of such iolormer. Short- 9
ly afterward tbroc Dcgrocs were convicted n»
the larcecy of a ict cf coro, upon the informa'lion and testimooy of Uhas. Turner scd Philipt Mills. Tho subscribers were called on to pay
up, aod then began the display of estauch lack
of honesty on their part as upon the par: oj
Lhoso thc-y were endeavoricg to puoisb. lo
stead of paying oue dollar fcreach of the ihreu
criminals convicted, as :o houor and hooe.s'y
bound, they cavilled a!)- at it, and beeou*; si!
three were convicted j»ta;!; for en? elfe^ce.
ictus-eu that, they should pay bus roc fjoij«r
each; thus, at tho first slap, rcpudiraiccr iw.;.

a thirds of a voluntary obligation. Not ouy tj,i7but there was great dihteriricss m pr.yiw ,%v^n
i the one dollar a piece, which they Ua-»ly Co\
- tho consent of the informers to asei-pi hv,\ to

this day, tweety ooc momhs alter tie s/.tmu
pledge they made, aod more iliau twelve

' mouths after ihe conviction of the tffooders,
g but twelve of tho twenty sis have paid aayrthiug. In the meantime <Jii3rlcs Turner w>s

lakcu ill, auu the negroes reported atooug
themselves that ho had boco coLjured for i«forroiogupon oiher members of bis race. He
and Philip Mills bcciau proscribed men by

1 their former associates auu Hi- uis and were
3 praoiicdly cs raeis-d. Tu-uer grew wjrse ano
' bad to dc-p od upoa his wl i e liiecds tor ;hc
' dole of a lukewarm charity, and yet these do

licquvDt subscribers failed to give biia his due*
I eveu when existing upou tlio cbaririos of r.n
* physician and a lew neighbors, Finally he

uied, aod then one Its; apied wa-i asioe or
i these men, lor the petty sum uu« him, for t!u:
* purpose of giving him a Ohri-f.au bunai, and

yet to this day fourteen of those twenty mx
Lav.j loretWoro their solemn pledges and not

- paid tlin petiy sum of one dollar apiece do?
, bnu. 1)j reasoning, s.utdblu bticgo require i
i go further thaa ibis to fiad a reason way miformers cannot ho found to furnish tho tn.e s
1 sary evidence- to c jovi :t lor theso offences '

This is no secret; for twelve mouths tit;- recordof dishoucsy of these men has
bung io a promiccct piaco in the postofli.'C
at Foils Church, mtuc-iy pleading to thoin to

3 CbtD'o forward a tad save their houor, while t
*

pass and repass unheeding tho recorded ev,

f duces of thi-lr diahocorab'y repudiated pledc
, Every person who knows anything ol the negro

rao£, its superstitious and its clanuisbae^,
must kcow that tho tlicet cf this transact! >c

' has been to units t-u-ca more firmly in ih-.ir
brotherhood cf race, uud to almost euuipldnv

^ j bar the prospec; of ut»;aining itiriber i-jiortita 9
I tiou from amoog thea« again*-: Goe ct ttj.-if owa B

, | numbers. To true people have only thcnisilv-.s 9
11 to fciaaio. Had they boon hoaest and tn*. -t.i a

ib.c-ir obligations and to chase who h id -aciitie-J 1
' their prtj'jdiceii of race t;» ccooomo'J.ite aad 1
3 assist them, they nichfc have had some h'p j
" oH'ature assisiaiice. As it. is they had h.-iuv I
1 learn to cultivate the tuaimoats of honor soil S
3 honesty among bbf-m selves, 1
£ Prof. Cnickoriog delivered the ti ill kotur.- I
1 of the ojurss on Saturday evening, 7i!i lastaut, I
3 to a fair and appreciative audietc. The pre- £

liminary exercises consisted of musio by Mrs. |
, Eastman, Misses Carrie darker aud Oanie I
t Pood, and Meatre. Pond uicoe, and a rtci 8
) titioD by Mis3 Anna MoCortuick of Mrs. 8
3 Llrowaing'e "VVomau nod Poet." Professor C
j Obickeriog lectured on "vVhat shall wo teach 8
' our ohildreD." Starting oat wuh a eocoinnsoii 8

between too imperial and dciiijcradj cduea 8
i tioDai idea*, and exposing the defects of the

former in us application io u democracy, he 8
developed the ruosi rad?c«l and th/rju^h idea a

of education [ have over heard advanced i'i 8
] Virginia, and made me Lhu-k for awbile that 8
j I had got back into Yankee iacd wher^ poop!-.* I

believe in cduaatiou. lie asserted tn priQciplo fl
that uo /uau had a tie lit tc oast a ballot ih'.i 8
could not read the s^ms, ;> ti f that it was the 8
duty of the Stale, far its own saiety and at! 8

. vsoecmer.r, to provide fo: the primary eduov 9
lion of all its ehiiJrcu to a degree that w.u' i i
qualify ikoai for the general pursuits of hie, S

< and to furnish the- means of education, to »:» s
5 unlimited extent, to each pupils as r-hotf p:» 9

tuie aud Cip&ciry lor any special tracing. J';.:* I
' general euiricuiui.il proposed by him was suth 8
1 oicnt to stock an incipient uoivershy and woniu S
' astonish the Virginia Board u! Ecu jii-ioo.- S
r Radical as my owe views ere the getiticuhj S
: went a bow thor|biyofiJ tn one particular.a 1
I ..kltr rr t",r. r-.,i iirnriAW i] Si! i r.f yrnl 1l. : I 1 jtl 9

uuij , nu.Li iiu j».j#......... . .

ia theology in too public schorl*. l! ho pro S
posts to cod&kc his publicly taught theology t" §
nature! thcolog}', wifhoui brducbiug »the m

polemic t'jcjioicy, tad from thence l-v 9
I natural movement into Fcctaniiiiism, ' J
might COUaOU: t > P.-j !i:!Cli'H*iooJ u" 9
I beg leave to object. The illegality a-d I
constitutionality of any nick J-;, propria.: 2

! public funds nam; by apparent to every com' 9|
lution&i fciiA.ict.t, Hrj'l I !mt'.j doubt tii -o £
properly construed, the i ,-.j;u£ of the /Jib.1- i'« g
Ibe public sch^-oia is illegal niid n;i upcffi
lac ri<hta of tnoaa who o;tL-jr do not believe i« «

it at all. or have only a quakli «] belief the-' in, »

or who beiievine therein ho inspir-.J are ffi
tomed to take iLoir inL.-rprotatsons cf in m S

r log ir.sci c erical lips alone. Thus niojiu-i, 8
I while I should be plovscd to h »v.« iL- «enii<-- fi

man's iclea3 prevail, 1 am arr:tii b.-tn X
' are ah wolully in iho minority in Vir/mi11h ;t g
' we will both be older before any suJi wluca- n

^ tional sttno >.rd v/ili bo ad opted in this rjute, S
though the fid that such & ai%.':di.r } bid beim S

- adopted would bo the vu.y be-1 argument J;i i/'; jR
Johns n Cwuld advance as an inducement ' - B

' northern immigralio- .
8

The next lecture of 'ho Cour;e wnc uc.-iv' r SB

od Tue>d»y evening. Dee'r. 17 h <>y Kev^ Mr. X

WfcUgh, of Dulin Ocnpei. on ".Uoeui o« the B
1 Mmd -'

t £ ,
S

1 M S Roberts h.-w bou<Lt four acres o: l-.n 1

i from John H iJol.'idgo at &IUU per aero. Th - 9

indicates a return to specie bars Tho enn« w

and other land of a similar character and siui-»- 5C

I lion was h-'d and sold five y-.-ara a<o <;t from 4K

$200 to $2i0 per acre, and now if on- peop.o S

bhving land to aisposO of and J siro t» induce
' settlement will come to the samo standard f« S

c tivtiy in the coming toason, after the annet 9
attending the re:eruption of specie payine.J S

! have subsided, our town may enter upon a:i era XI
- " will enable us to keep up our JD

| oi procpviii.j .....

i advanced movement and the superiority v.-,

I have so long held over the rest of thocounty. SB

' George B. J.ves with hij /j-r/Si mill ht.s I. r 9

I nearly two years been running a race with Jtf/j 9

i Borsi's narrow gau^o railroad; the honors « » 9

f far eoem to be nearly evc-n.Oorst has his real 9
I graded, and l7e* h-:s succeeded in getting bis 9

(J building up, bet tho motive power is dtiicivfltin 9

| each as yet and wo rtrj anxious to sou v/fcirh |3
I will win. Alajjr Horse is still c.rii i.-ntof i.ii 8

I ultimate success in constructing fcrs r« «d, R-«J 9

I the assurancta of assistance ho is receiving wou-u

| seem to justify his statement*. it cannot b- ,m

I constructed any too soon f -r the c .mtort n-'-'d I

I convenience oi too people oi .Fair a.v. J
I Save rnoocy and eoojara/.: i:crr:o trade. 1* M
I you can beat "DoalbaOJa pric 3 for ofo iitDC ' ° H
will reinyd the mouey. ~»rJ such ch meed el-*-' 9

OV'SRC'OAT.5, KiSEUaX Bit03., 7ri£ AND t.

I At Dealhsm's ail goods arc warranted 35 |3
' represented.
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